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Murder, eſpecially in what Concerns a Clan, is counte | 
undertaking Husbandtie or Trade, is becoms-a plece of Honour,and blind Obedience to 
Chieſs or Branches, takes off from any other Influence either of Religion, or the Civil 

Government. | | 3 | 9 
And all this, notwithſtanding that the Countrey might be improven to vaſt Advan- 
tages; For there are to be found large Fields boch for Corn and Cattle, and very con- 
venient Sicuations for Harbours, that might encourage Trade, and building Cities, to 
which Manufacture being added, there. might be a. great Preduct from Bee ff, Hides, 
Tallow, Wool, Linnen and Woo:len Eloath, Improvement of Woods, Herring and 
White-Fiſhing, Mines, Icon Mills, &c, which, and many other things lie dormanc, 
Neither is it ſtrange that it is thus; for there is little or no Nottice taken of that Vaſt 
Countrey by the Goverument, ſave appointing a Conmiffion of Juſiiciary; and keeping 
Garriſon in tome places, which however neceſſar it may be for helping to keep the 
Peace, now in time of Peace; yet that is not the only Way to promote Verrue and the 

Knowledge of GOD among hs H ghlanders. And certain it is, there hath been an 
Ereor or Defect in the firſt Concoction of any Means, that hath hicherro _ be for - 
| cing wed 
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Reducing the Highlander:: for theſe have acted only upon the outward-Man ; whereas, 

they are to be gggaed rather by Humane than Violent Meafpres. 3 

In a word, the moſt effectual Methods for remedibg- bf theſe? Evils, ig )nſtruftion; 
' fince Coercive Laws, and ſending of Colonies have much miſcarried; as to the full Effect 
deſirable; and this cannot be had without. Funds, for. Encquragement to Miniſters and 
School-Maſters, and even for maintaining Scholars: Se ing it is &uand by Experience, 
in a late Inſtance at Abertarph, that they will not come, eyen to a Free School, without 
that. And the mighty Influence of Inſtruction, is evident, not only from Reaſon, but 
likewiſe from Experience, it being known what length the Families of Aigle, Athel, 
3 Gram, and others have brought ſome of their Highland Countreys, mainly 
by that Mean. 1 ow < Ir p 
71 order to render this Mean Univerſal, it. is to be conſidered, Fyſt, Whence Funds 
may be raiſed. 244%. How they are to be adminiſtrat. 34%. Whether ic be not the 
Duty, Honour and Intereſt of all in the Nation, whether nigh to, or Remote from the 4 
Highlands, co be concerned to raiſe a Fund for this End And becauſe this laſt is Pre- 
limmary, let it be conſidered, that Inſtruction makes known, one's D b 
not to Steal, Robb, or Kill, Cc. And likepiſe that it is Duty to be induſtrious in 
Improvements. And ſhould we not have Pity upon our Fellow -Creatures, and re- 
member they have Immortal Souls, who are periſhing for lake of Knowledge. And is 
it not a Reproach to us, that in a Chriſtian Ningdom there ſhould be ſuch Diſorders, 
and ſo little done for Remeding thereof. ut it is hoped the Members of the High 
Court of Parliament will once take this Mater to their ſerious Conſideration; And no- 
when it hath pleaſed GOD to put it in the Heart of Strangers, as well as ſome among 
our ſelves, to compaſſionac the poor Highlaſ ders, particularly in raiſing a Fund for 
Tranſlating the BIBLE and other Books in Iriſh; and Mr. Ki-kro2d and others in London, 
have lately Collected upwards of 12000 Merks in Books and Money, for Erecting Libra- 
ries in theſe Places, and ſeveral Charitable Perſons in Edinburgh, and thereabout, and elſe 
where, have privatly contributed, and offered to give ſome Money for Erecting Schools 
in the Highlands, and ſome of them have, as it was called for, payed in what they ſub- 
i{crib'd tor, and for ſome time have kept a Free School at Abertarph, and others are 
Kill willing to contribute. And ſhall it · be thought that the Repreſentatives of the Nati - 
on will not en ourage ſo good a Deſign, no? better Things are expected from them, 
For, if they ſhall not put to their hand, this Work is fair to ceaſe. ä 

lnſtruction can only be had by Schools and Miniſters, and neither of them can be had 

or ke pt in diverſe parts of the Highlands, wichour Maintainance and Protection from 
the Government. And at preſent there is great Scarcity of Perſons, having the iſh 
Language, who have Learning fitting them to be Miniſters or School- maſters, that can 
be prevailed with to undertake that Work in that Country, except in Argyle- ſnire, and 
the Weſtern Highlands; As alſo there is great Want of Funds to ſubſiſt them, And it 
is in vain to expect, that the Laws appointing Stipends, can take Effect at preſent, 
amongſt ſuch a People, though if they once found the Profit and Pleaſure of theſe 
'Blefſwps; they may in a ſhort time come to make them their Choice, and nor ſtand to 
chaſtow as liberally on chem as their Neighbours, But the Verity is, they are gry 
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to poor at preſent , that they we not to beſtow, and this Poverty is occafion?d by their 


leneſs, many of them havmg no Imployment, but to Robb and ſteal and to wait on 
Weir Chee; — ſome of them will not ſtand to let their Land ly waſte for ſome years, 
and wait on their Chiefs, or Branches of their Clanns. - 2 

But to induce furder unto this, It would be conſidered chat this is a Publick Intereſt, 


ir cumbent eſpecially on ſuch an Auguſt Aſſembly of the Nation as this, not only asChriſ- 


ians, Men, Scers-Mcn, and thoſe under one Monarchy, and conlequent] under the ſpecial 
Obligations of a Society among themſelves : But lit ewiſe, its evi ently the Intereſt, 
as it will be the Honour, not only of the Circu nyacent Countrys all along, about the 
foot of the Hills South and North, bar alſo the whole Nation, however remote in the 
Saut h and Weſt. - ä | ; | 

For if ever Popery be attempted to be introduced, here is a Force ; If an Invaſion 
of Forraigners be undertaken, here is Aſſiſtance ; If there be any Domeſiick Troubles, 


here are Binditty ready to break out, meerly for Pillage ; If chere be a Dearth, here 


are many Idle Mouths to conſame the Stock of Proviſion ; If there be Peace, here is 
occaſion for Gariſons of we Forces; And if we look to Trade, here are Thouſands 
lying conveniently, that will make Tradg only on their Neighbours, ſo long 
as they remain in the preſent State theyFare in. If we would prevent a Na- 
Natwonal Curſe, for Tolerating ſuch Errour pd Vice? The Cauſe is to be removed, 
but if this People were reduced to Religton d Humanity, that Country (in caſe there 
happen a Perſecution ) might be like theValgys of P;edmont : If Lowlanders defign to 
Cultivac Ground, or let up a Traffique in thQContinent or Harbours in that Countrey, 
the reducing it to Civility, would open a Dr thereto, having thereby Converſation | 
nd Debitors would be helped, they will 
thereby have acceis to make legal Executious' If we would better the Ballance of our 
Trade, and keep in our own Money amongſt our ſelves, the Inprovement that may 
be made there, in Relation both to its Manuſacture and Traffique, particularly as to 
Cornes, Cattle, Sheep, Woods, Fiſhing, &c. will vaſtly promote it; If we would not 
loſe, and give up to Idleneſs, or Rapine, many Jngenions and Excellent Spirits, that 
are there, they are to be inſtructed in what they know not: And ſeing generally they 
are very Diſcipl nable, as appears by their proſound Obedience to their Cheiſs, and 
( where > underitand it) well diſpoſed to receive the Goſpel, the care of not loſing 
ſo many Bodies and Souls, which periſh for want of Knowledge, does certainly ly on us 


as a Nation If we would have our Nation to be more conliderable, becauſe more 


United, its our Intereſt to uſe ſuch Means, as will bring off theſe - Countreys from a 
leparat or Forraipne Intereſt, in which they common! are; Yea, what is laid out 
upon this head, will in effect be a ſaving of Money, or keeping us from that Loſs to 
Which we might be Obnoxious to, by Highland Hoſts and railing Taxations for Repreſ- 
wg taem, Cc, befides the other Advantages, both Negative and Poſitive above hinted, , 
and many more, which will eaſily occur to any Man of the leaſt Reflection. 

For remeeding many of theſe Evills (which the Dead Letters of Laws can never Re- 
drefs..) There hath been ſeveral Noble Atremprs, {ach as hat of the Viſcount of Tarbat 
for a private Contribution to the Errecting a Schola Iluſtris att Tnvern:ſr, and ethers be- 
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fare- mentianed-;. $0 that we are not altogether ſhamed by. the. Romiſo Church, who 
are at ſyc!; Expenſes and Hazard in going over the World for Inſtructing the Race of 
Mankind,tho indeed as they frequently make them,more the Children of the Devil than 
before; ſo we but too much Neglect our veryBrethren at our own Doors: But its certain 


in che firſt place, That this Happy Deſign can never be Effectuat without the Aſſiſtanoce 


and Ceuntenance of Authority. 


In the next place, The Foundation Stones are to be firſt laid, before a greater Super- 
ſtructure on them be projected, and conſequently the firſt ſtep, is to inſtruct that People, 


in the Principles of Humanity, and Religion, and to give them ſo much of the Langua 


e, 
as to he capable to converſe with Lowlanders, which leads unta the other part of Tio | 


Diſcourſe. 
As to the other heads. propoſed, namely how Funds can be raiſed for maintaining 


Miniſters & School- Maſters in the Highlands, and likewiſe for keeping ſome of che Hjghiand 


Boys at the next adjacentSchools, in the Lomlands, all along about the foot of the Highlands, ' 
and giving them due Encouragement for coming thither, whereby there may be Semina- 


ries of many returning home, with Knowledge and Language to their own Country, 


and of others fit for Learning, who are further to be improved, in order to the Teach- 


of Schools, or the Miniſtry, of whom ther$is a Lamentable want at preſent, and how 
ſuch Funds can be Adminiſtrat both with Niligence, and ſecurety againſt Imbazlement, 
and without ground of. Jealoulte to any; Ifithis Matter be Countenanced by His Grace 
Her Majeſties High Commiſſioner, and theEſtates of Parliament, there will be Schems 
preſented thereanent, and for giving ſomE&View how this may be made Practicable, 
the following Method may be Confidered, Is. a Subject of Thoughts, being always un- 
der Correction and Enlargement. „ oy 

Before I go further, it is neceſſary to out an Objection, that many do make againſt 
ſuch Methods of Errecting Schools inthe Highlands, Vix. That there are Acts of Parlia- 
ment already made for a School in every, Paroch, and Funds provided to them? Bur in 
Anſwer to this, Many Years Experience hath made it Evident, That thefe Acts can- 


not be made Effectual in the Highlands, for many Reaſons, ſuch as the Poverty of 
the Highlands, their being unacquainted with the Advantage of Learning, and theſe 
who ſhould Execute theſe Laws anent Schools. are very Negligent, and many other | 


Reaſons which are obvious to all. 


\ * There are already Schools in the Adjacent Towns to the Highlands, ſuch as, Inver- 


meſs, Forreſs, Reeth, Kincairdin o neil, Brichan, Perth, &c. And as there is cheap liv- 


ing in theſe Towns, ſo ſome courſe would be thought upon, tooblige ſuch of the High- 


landers as live near theſe Places; and are able, to {end ar leaſt one of their Sons to theſe 
Schoals ; But ſeing the: e are but few that are able to keep their Children at Schools at 
any diſtauce from che mſ-lves. It is neceſſar a Fund be thought upon to aſſiſt tiem, an 1 
in order to raiſe a Fund for that end; Let in the firſt place, all the Vacant Stipende, both 
in the Highlands themſelves, and Circumjacent Pariſhes ( who have a great Intereſt in 
the Education of their Highland Neighbours ) be applied for this purpoſe, except in 
ſo far as, the neceſſary Emergencies of each Pariſh, are found by the Adminiſtrators 


afces-mentioneg to Helaulk from the fame z, But ſeing this will be but very inconſider- 
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able now, moſt of the Kirks in the Lowlands being planted. It is propoſed, In the 
| Second place, That there may be a General Voluntar Contribution by Authotity of Parli- 
W ament, throngh the whole Kingdom for this End, and that the Reverend Commiſſioner 
of the General Aſſembly, may teriouſly recommend the ſame, and with the Act of Par- 
liament, ſend a 1 in Print, for Exciting to ſo neceſſary a Duty, beyond what 
is given at ordinary Collections, in regard that this is to be deſigned for a perpetual 
Fund, and may come to ſave the Nation from much Miſchief that often ariſes out of 
theſe parts, and may in time come to eaſe the Lowlands of the great Burden of Multi- 
tudes of Poor, that come yearly, down from the Highlands for want of Food and Work. 
In the Third place, If this Project were once — urn Authority, and the Funds 
= lodged in ſafe Hands, in which Men would have Confidence of their not Miſcarrying, there | 
ns no doubt but pious Perſons wouid leave Legacies, not only at Home, but even ſome of 
= thoſe who in England and Ireland, lay eut ſuch vaſt Sums for propogating the Knowledge of 
= GOD; And therefore theſe Schools ought to be made Capable of tifications, not to be 
diverted under ſevere Penalties. | My 
Fourthly, There js ſome Experience already about theSchool at Abertarph,how great aum 

might be raiſed by Sub/criptions of theNobility,Gextric, Rurges, Miniſters, Cities and Incorpo—- 
rattons, &c. for ſo Noble a Work, if in every play through the Kingdom, Miniſters, Elders, 
and Deacons ( upon Recommendation by. the Comiſſion of the General Aſſembly, as [aid is) 
and others, would take pleaſure in, and net declifie the Troubte of this Charitable Work. 
But the floriſhing of ſuch a deſign, depends moſtii en the right Adminiſtration of it. > 
As to which, In theGeneraf,it will miſcary ei pt it be put in ſuch Hands as will think 
themſelves bound in Conſcience and Reputation move in it with Diligence andFaithful- 
neſs, for others will not be at the Fatigue wigut Profit, and this may incline to lay 
the Burden of this Work, Firſt on the Mini{Fs of the Goſpel, and that they ſhould” * 
have a Chief Hand in the Adminiſtration; yet this is to be done with great Temperament 

oſ Caution, that neither the Miniſters ( whoſeOffice will much divert them) have too much 
Peer, nor want the Authority, Affiſtance andChearfulConcurrence of theGentry'of the 
bounds, but on the Contrary, the one of them may be Aiding to the other, and all of 
them have a due Dependance in this matter upon the Government of theState; In order 
uhereunto it may bs conſidered, if it be not Convenient that the Managemenc be 
put in the Hands of a certain Number of Miniſters and others, in or about Edinburgh, 
do be choſen by the Privy Council, out of a Liſt to be given to them, by the Commiſſion 
= of the General Aſſembly, or General Aſſembly it ſelf, and they are from-time to time, 
to give the neceſſary. orders for Collecting and bringing in the faid. Contribution, and 
to write to and adviſe with the Miniſters, Presbyteries, and'Synods Concerned in the 
Highlands, and having got Information thereſrom, are to diſtribute the ſaid Contribu- 
tion, and Direct the tame to the Reſpective Synods concerned, in ſuch quota's as thb 
ſaids Managers at Edinburgh ſhall ſee cauſe. And that four Miniſters be choſen yearly, - 
by each of the ſaids Synods, as alſo four Heritors by the Commiſſioners of Supply of 
the Shire, and ſour of theCouncil of the Reſpective Burghs, to be choſen by the ſaid Pe 
ritors and Miniſters joining together, but all of them to be countable to the Lords of 
Seſſion, or ſuch as their Lordſhips ſhall appoint, either before themſelves or any other 


Judges; 
Then. 


8 


g 
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Taen Particular Collectors would be Nominate, for gathering in the Vacant 8. i- 


pends, a d other Funds within each Synod, and which Collectors are to be Re ſponſ- 


able Men, to be choſen hy the ſaids Managers in each Synod, of whom they are to take 


, 


Sufficient Caution, to be Comprabie ta them twice every year. 

_  Thelaying.out the Money alloted for the Bounds of each Synod, as alſo the Setle- 
meut of Boarding-Houſes &c. in each Town, EreCting of Schools, paying School-Maſ- 
ters, is to be by the faid Committee of four Heretors, four Niniſters and four Burge - 
cs, or any Three of them which is to be a Quorum, who may appoint under them 
T-lanagers in every Town where ſuch Settlements are to be made. 

That the ſtated Accounts of the Managers in each Synod foreſaid, and their Col- 
lectors, be laid Yearly or oſtener when called for, before che Adminiſtrators at Edin- 
_burgh, to waom they are to be Countable, and in cale of Male Adminiſtration, may 
be purſued before any Judge Ordinary, the Collector of the General Contributions 
being always Accountable to the Adminiſtrators at Edinburgh, and may be purſued 
before the Lords of Seſſion or any Judge Ord nary, at the inſtance of ſuch as the ſaids 
Admiatttrators ſhall appoint. | 

If there be a ſupperplus Fund, the : 
thereof, for ſending ſuch as are fit of th 
And in the next place, it is to be 
the Salaries, to be appointed for theſe 
 4ng and “Lending out the Money which is 
done by the Adminiſtrators at Edinbur 

And ſor the better Accompliſhing theſign, of Inſtructing the Highlanders, It is 
Humb:y propoſed that at the Firſt Settiſhop, there may be but two Setlements for 
Burlaries, one at Inverneſs and another 8F Perth for maintaining Six Schoolars, in each 
vearly, on the Annualreat of 20000 merks Stock, and (ceing its the Children of the 
more Subſtantial Tennants in the Highlands, who will fall to come to the Schools, the 
Parents or their Friends, before admiſſion, ate to find Caution, that after five, more 
or fewer years, they ſhall furniſh to their Sons a Stock of Cattle, for ſetting up in a 
Particular Heretors Land (who will thereby be iudnced to forward the Executien) 
ac Returning to the Country, which is a Patrimony that will encourage their return, 


Adm'niſtrators ſhall have the Allocation 
id Schoolars,:o Colledges or Trades, &c. 
ered who ſhall have the Determination of 
ectors, who ſhall have the power of Secur- 
be flocked; and it is thought this muli be 


Q 


and the Value of the Stock ſhould be proportionable to the Expence laid out on the 


Childrens Education. | 

And ſeeing Her /Aajefly in her maſt Gracious Letter to the lateGeneral Aſſembly, was plea cd 
ro Recommend to them, to be Solicutouſly careful of what may advance the intereſt of the Re- 
Jormed Proteſtant Religion, aud fur Suppreſſing the Groth of Popery, and for that end, 
diaRecommend to theGeneral Aſembly to ſee io the Planting of Churches with well Qualified 


Hmifters, eſpecially amongeſt the Remotter Highlanders and Iſlanders, looking upon tyat, 


as the Greateſt and Beſt mean of Rooting out the Popiſh Errors, Immoralities aud Prophaz.» 
neſe, And with all promiſſing, to give Directions to Her Majeſty's PrivyCeuncil, for the Exact 
Application of Her Royal Authority, and Laws to theſe good ends: Aud likeways in Her 
Gracious Letter to this preſent Parliament, after Recommending many things neceſſary 
for the good of her Ancient Kingdom, wherein ſhe e pected the Concurrenct and Aſſiſtance 


*# —_ 
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of Her Parliament; Her Mijefly's Zeal in that matter is ſuchz that She is pleaſed to ſay, . 


BUT CHIEFLY that Effeftual means, may be laid down for promotting of Religion, Virtue, 
end Truc Piety, and Suppreſſing Vice, and Immorality and Providing for the Poor. It is humb- 
ly porpoſed that upon this Encouragement, Application may be made toHerMajeſty,for, 
fome of the Biſhops Rents for the ends. foretaid, and for Defraying the Charges of 
Miniſters to be ſent to Travel through the Highlands; Efpecially thoſe places where 
the Reformation from Popery never as yet got any Footing, there being not only dan- 
ger to Travel there, bur alſo a great paucity of Miniſters having Jriſh to be ſent thi- 
ther, and in many places little or no Fund /for their Maintainance, and there can be 
no better way of Imploying theſe Rents, and if this were once done, it were Worthy 
of the General Aſſemblys Pains, to ſend Particular Committees of Miniſters and Rul- 
ing Elders, who.are beſt Acquainted the Highlands, to Viſite the ſame and take 
time thereto, and not do it Slightly; A 
to and Catechiſing the People, and the 
their Opinion, where Kirks may be m 
ful to Disjoin, or Annex, parts of Pari 
ed, for it cannot be Expected that 8 
the Heritors would be required by Au 
ating. their Bounds, - | I 
And upon Report of the [aid Committee," Application may be made to the Parliament or 
Commiſſion thereof for Plantation of Kirks, te Erett new Pariſhes, or Disjoin and annex 
parts of oldParifhes, as ſhall be found needfull,and particular Nottice would be taken of theIſles 


rs may. Perambulate the Country, and give 
onveniently Erected, and where it is need-. 
and likeways where Schools may be Erect- 

can be had in every Pariſh fo ſoon, and 


ef Hirta or St. Kilda and other Iſlands, and Miniſters and Catechiſts provided for theme © 
And this being done, it could be wiſhed that theſe Concerned in the Highlands, would be 


at pains to have brought amongeſt them, ſome ſrom the Lowlands ( after the Example of the 


eniſters may in the mean time be Preaching” 


ty to affiſt the ſaid Committee, in Perambul- 


Noble Marqueſs of Argile ) and even from other Kingdoms, Perſons who are Vertuouſly,” ; 


* - Inclined, who may be 12 to Work, for the better Improvement of that Country, and it were 


very neceſſary more Gariſons were Planted in the Highlands for ſome time, for the Encour- 
agement of Sober Perſons to go thither, | 


This is Humbly Recommended to the Seriqus Conſideration of His Grace Her Majeſty's 
» High Commiſſioner and moſt Honourable Members of Parliament, and the Concurrence and 


Aſſiſtance of the Reverend Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, according to their Inſtruſtions 


Aud the Aſſiſtance of all good Chriſtians and Country-Men in their Reſpeftive Stations, i 5 


Expettea and Earneſtly Intreated,' in order to the making of this Deſign Efſetinal. 
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